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to implore, still kept aloof, and, without declaration of
hostility, maintained a sullen but menacing neutrality.
Yet enough appeared at the Diet to show the dreadful
effects to be apprehended from the approaching conflict,
and the nature of the resistance which was to be en-
countered by the King. Throughout Germany house
was divided against house, family against family, kindred
against kindred. Udo, Archbishop of Treves, the third
of the great Rhenish prelates, had passed the Alps to
make his peace with Gregory; he had been received
with courtesy, and had yielded himself up absolutely
to the spell of Hildebrand's commanding mind. His
conduct on his return was sufficiently expressive. With
cold determination he refused to hold any intercourse
with his brother metropolitans, the excommunicated
Siegfried and Hildorf of Cologne, and with the other
bishops of Henry's party. Only by the express permis-
sion of the Pope would he venture into the infected pre-
sence of the excommunicated King himself, in order to
give him good counsel. He shrank from the sin and con-
tamination of eating with him or joining him in prayer.
The contagion of fear and aversion spread into the
palace of Henry. The ecclesiastics shrank away one
by one, lest they should be defiled by the royal inter-
course. To the King's repeated commands, to his
'iarnest entreaties that they would return, they answered,
that it was better to lose the royal favour than en-
danger their souls/ The more ardent and resolute of
Henry's party were excited to the utmost fury; they
urged the King to draw at once the sword, committed
to him by God, to chastise the rebellious prelates and
his other contumacious subjects.

ff Lambert, sub ana.

G 2